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THE NEAPOLITAN MASTIFF IS A VERY CONFUSING BREED FOR MANY WHO DO NOT OWN ONE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS 

ARTICLE IS TO DOCUMENT SOME OF WHAT A TRUE FANCIER OF THE BREED AND OWNER FEELS TOWARDS THEIR MASTINI. 

I WOULD LIKE TO START FIRST WITH A OWNER QUOTE THAT IS OF MY SISTER KAREN. 

 

"FOR THOSE WHO OWN THIS MAGNIFICENT BREED THEY UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU PUT IN THEM IS WHAT YOU GET. THEY 

COMMAND RESPECT AND LOVE. TO OWN A DOG LIKE THIS TAKES DEDICATION BEYOND MANY OTHER WORKING BREEDS. 

TO LOVE A MASTINO IS ONE THING BUT TO BE LOVED BY ONE IS A WHOLE NEW WORLD. THE LOVE AND LOYALTY IS 

UNMATCHABLE IN THE DOG WORLD. THE EMOTIONS YOU SHARE WITH YOUR MASTINO IS VERY CLOSE TO A CHILD AND 

PARENT. THE LOVE YOU GIVE IS RETURNED TO YOU 5 FOLD. THEY WILL RUN THROUGH A FIRE FOR YOU AND NEVER BACK 

DOWN TO PROTECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. ONCE ONE HAS TOUCHED YOUR HEART YOU WILL BE FOREVER CHANGED 

AND YOU WILL NEVER AGAIN WANT TO WITHOUT AT LEAST ONE." 

 

THE MASTINO IS INTELLIGENT. HE IS SENSITIVE TO HIS OWNER. HE NEEDS TO BE CLOSE TO HIS MASTER AS MUCH AS 

POSSIBLE. HE IS A VERY STUBBORN ANIMAL WHO TYPICALLY HATES TO BE SHOWN IN A RING. FEEDING AND CLEANING 

EVEN THE CLEANEST SPECIMEN IS NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART. DROOL IS TO BE SEEN AD NAUSEAM. EXPECT TO GET 

DIRTY. HIS COAT IS SHORT BUT HE BLOWS HIS COAT AND CLEANUP ESPECIALLY IN THE DRAIN AFTER A BATH IS TIME 

CONSUMING. IF YOU ARE A SMALL PERSON EXPECT HIM TO BE BIGGER THAN YOU ARE. UNDERSTAND THAT HE IS NOT A 

SHOW PONY. HE WAS NEVER INTENDED TO BE AS SUCH. HE SHOULD NOT MOVE LIKE A DOG BUT MORE LIKE A BIG CAT. 

HE NEEDS LOTS OF SOCIALIZATION AND PLEASE TAKE HIM THROUGH OBEDIENCE BUT DO NOT TYPICALLY EXPECT HIM TO 

LIKE IT ALL THAT MUCH. YES, HE IS NOT FOR A FIRST TIME DOG OWNER NOR IS HE THE FIRST LARGE OR GIANT BREED 

DOG YOU SHOULD HAVE OWNED. HE ALSO DOES NOT LIKE THE HEAT ALL TOO MUCH BUT THRIVES IN COLD. YOUR LOVE 

IS HIS MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION AND HE WILL NEVER TIRE OF IT NOR DOES HE TAKE IT LIGHTLY. HE IS BEAUTIFUL AND 

REMINDS ONE OF A BEAST. HE IS NOT A DOG HE IS MASTINO. HE IS NOT FOR EVERYONE BUT THE DIE HARD LOVERS OF 

THIS BREED NOT ONLY UNDERSTAND THAT BUT EMBRACE IT. 

 

I HAVE BEEN IN LOVE WITH THIS ITALIAN DOG OVER 10 YEARS NOW AND THEY NEVER STOP AMAZING ME. THERE IS A 

STANDARD THAT IS VERY DETAILED. HOWEVER THE NATURE OF THIS BREED ALLOWS FOR MANY FLAVORS AND LINE 

TYPES. WE HAVE A VERY DETAILED HEAD DESCRIPTION IN OUR BREED STANDARDS BUT IT DOES NOT AFFECT THE 

PAINTERS BRUSH FOR A GREAT MASTINO IS TRULY A WORK OF ART AND BEAUTY. FOR MANY LOOKING FROM THE 

OUTSIDE IT IS HARD TO EXPLAIN ONE SINGULAR THING THAT MAKES A GOOD MASTINO AND WHAT MAKES A GREAT ONE. 

IT IS HARD MAINLY DUE TO THE VARIANCE IN TASTES AND TYPE. IF YOU LOVE THIS BREED YOU KNOW WHEN YOU SEE A 

GREAT SPECIMEN. TO OWN ONE BORDERS ON AN UNHEALTHY OBSESSION WITH ITS MAJESTY AND UNDYING LOVE FOR 

YOU. 

 

THEN THERE IS THE LEGEND. THIS RICH HISTORY OF INTERESTING AND AMAZING DOGS LIKE CALIGOLA DI PONZANO AND 

CARNERA DELLA GROTTA AZZURA. THE BREEDERS OF OLD AND ITS TRADITIONS ARE ALSO FASCINATING. THERE ARE 

BOTH HARD TRUTHS AND ELABORATE ROMANTIC FANTASIES THAT A MASTINO PERSON CAN DELVE INTO. IT MOVES 

BEYOND THE DOGS INTO A BEAUTIFUL AND AMAZING CULTURE. HOW AND WHY THIS BREED WAS RESURRECTED FROM 

EXTINCTION BY SCANZIANI AND HIS FRIENDS. HOW IT HAS EVOLVED FROM A CANE CORSO TYPE DOG TO FREAKS BACK TO 

A BALANCED DOG. THERE ARE EVEN INTERESTING AND RICH STORIES OF HOW THIS BREED OF ANCIENT BLOOD MIGRATED 

TO THE WORLD DOG OF TODAY. IF YOU LOVE TO MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE WITH SO MANY STORIES/ DO YOU LOVE 

ART?/ HOW ABOUT GENETICS OR LIONS?/ THE MASTINO AND WHAT IS ALL MASTINO IS THE PLACE TO BE. 

 

HERE IS THE CATCH. THIS IS BEING HONEST ABOUT THE BREED THAT I LOVE. OVER THE YEARS ESPECIALLY RIGHT AFTER 



WHEN "FANG" APPEARED ON THE BIG STAGE THE MASTINO HAS GAINED IN POPULARITY. THIS INTEREST INCREASED 

DEMAND AND THUS BREEDING. UNSCRUPULOUS BREEDING PRACTICES HURT THE SKIN, EYES, AND OVERALL ANCIENT 

EXPRESSION OF THE MASTINO. WHEN BREEDING TO MEET DEMAND THE MARKET COMMANDS CERTAIN THINGS. 

UNKNOWING PUPPY BUYERS WANT TO SEE PUPS WITH TOO MANY WRINKLES TOO FAST. THAT IS WHAT SELLS SO 

PRODUCTION OF SUCH A DOG INCREASED. HONESTLY I BELIEVE SOME FELL INTO THE TRAP WITHOUT LOOKING FOR THE 

BIGGER PICTURE. IT STILL GOES ON TODAY. I FOR ONE WANT A MASTINO THAT WOULD MAKE THE LEGENDS SAY "NOW 

THAT IS A DOG". PEOPLE WHO DO BREED TODAY THAT ARE DOING IT FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL SELFISH NON 

MONETARY REASONS WANT A LONG LIVED HEALTHY DOG THAT CAN PROTECT BUT ALL THE SAME BE FULLY MASTINO IN 

ALL WAYS. HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO SEE AND NOT TRIP OVER HIS DEWLAP. HE SHOULD BE MASSIVE BUT NOT FAT. HIS 

ENTIRE BEING SHOULD MAKE HIM FULLY CAPABLE OF PROTECTING HIS OWNER WITHOUT FAULT OR STRUGGLE. A DOG OF 

IMMENSE STRENGTH AND POWER. HIS MERE PRESENCE CAN BE FELT EVEN WHEN YOU ARE NOT LOOKING AT HIM. HIS 

GAZE A LITTLE FRIGHTENING AT TIMES AND WARM IN OTHER SITUATIONS. A DOG THAT IS A LION! A KING! THAT IS A 

MASTINO! ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES. 

IN CLOSING I CHALLENGE ALL WHO LOVE THIS BREED ESPECIALLY MYSELF TO MOVE IT INTO THE FUTURE BY BOTH 

UNDERSTANDING OUR TRIUMPHS AND MISTAKES. REMAIN TRUE TO WHAT HE IS AND PUT THE BREED FIRST. LIKE MANY 

OTHER DOG BREEDS THE MASTINO HAS GROUPS OF PEOPLE THAT DO NOT LIKE TO INTERMINGLE WITH ONE ANOTHER. I 

CHALLENGE A DEBATE AND FURTHER ENJOYMENT OF OUR BREED. WE NEED TO HAVE HONEST OPEN DISCUSSION ABOUT 

HOW WE CAN MAKE THE MASTINO THE DOG NOT IN LEGEND BUT THE REALITY OF IT. IF YOU WANT TO OWN THIS BREED 

YOU MUST NOT CUT CORNERS. IF YOU CANNOT PROVIDE THE LOVE, TIME, AND CARE FOR HIM THEN DO NOT BUY OR 

ATTEMPT TO BREED HIM. THEN AGAIN HE IS WORTH EVERY PENNY. EVERY 50 BAG OF DOG FOOD AND EVERY CHEWED 

CUSHION. SO REMEMBER THE MASTINO COMMUNITY INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE GROUP WITH OPEN ARMS BUT IN THE 

END YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR DOG IS WHAT MATTERS. THAT GOES FROM THE LARGEST BREEDER TO 

THE PET OWNER. YES THEY ARE VERY COOL DOGS. BUT SO SO MUCH MORE THAN WRINKLES AND SIZE. 
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